
Source: Author’s calculations from DYNASIM based on 2012 Trustees assumptions.October 2012

Cumulative Distribution of Ratio of Lifetime Social Security Benefits to 
Lifetime Payroll Tax Contributions, 1951-1955 Birth Cohorts 
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Ratio of Lifetime Benefits to Lifetime Contributions up to this level

About 57 percent can expect to receive 
more in benefits than they

paid in payroll taxes 

About 43 percent paid more in 
payroll taxes than they can expect 

to receive in benefits
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